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We embody the power of the Wisconsin Idea by partnering to develop and connect the research and educational 

resources of the University of Wisconsin System with the people and communities of Polk County to address local 

issues.

UW-Extension Polk County and all of Cooperative Extension focuses on facilitating positive impacts with the 

goals of producing:

Thriving youth, families, organizations and communities: 

Stronger economies; 

Resilient and productive environments; and 

Food safety, food security, and health 

Who are we?  Easy as 1-2-3!
UW-Extension is a campus of the University of Wisconsin System. Each of 

the 72 Wisconsin counties (including Polk) partners with UW-Extension to bring 

the University to the county. UW-Extension Polk County started in 1914.

University of Wisconsin System is: 
2 Doctoral Universities 
11 Comprehensive Universities 
13 UW Colleges 
        and
UW-Extension

UW-Extension is:

Cooperative Extension

Broadcasting & Media (WPT & WPR) 
Continuing Education & Outreach 
Business & Entrepreneurship 
         and

Polk County and 
UW-Extension Partnership 

Cooperative Extension is: 
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Eagleview 4-H Club helps to bring people to the Polk County Fair
with the theme, "Polk County Youth: Our Greatest Resource"



Support Staff 
35%

Operational 
13%

Development 
5%

UW Educators 

47%

UW-Extension 2016 Budget

2016 Levy           $279,260 
2016 Revenue        $6,060 
Total Budget       $273,200 

(1.27% of the 2016 Polk 
County Operating Levy)

1.8 FTE 

$96,994

4.6 FTE 

$131,128 

$37,938

$13,200

4-H Youth Development 
Family Living 
Community, Natural Resource & 
    Economic Development 
Agriculture/Horticulture 
Nutrition 
Summer Intern 

University of Wisconsin-Extension and Polk County 
A Partnership to Fund Local Extension Education

County Contributions: UW-Extension Contributions:
Educator salary 40% 

Fringe benefits 40% 

Office facilities 

Support staff 

Expense account (mileage, registration, etc.) 

Capital equipment 

Professional development support 

Postage

Educator salary 60% 

Fringe benefits 60% 

Postage allocation 

Technology services 

Campus-based specialists 

Professional development 

Hiring and recruitment 

Grants/contract coordination 

Software/publications 3



We are 4-H.
Chances are you know someone involved in Polk County 

4-H.  In 2016, a volunteer force of 298 trained and 
registered adults worked with 672 youth enrolled in 
4,513 projects! Our volunteers help youth grow into 

caring, competent citizens ready to lead our communities 

into tomorrow. Using the current minimum wage value of 

$7.25 per hour, our 4-H Volunteers gave an estimated 
$449,384 worth of time to the youth of Polk County. 

The non-profit Polk County 4-H Leaders Federation, 

working in partnership with our 4-H Youth Development 

Educator and Polk County Government, awarded 
$19,100 in post-secondary education scholarships to 

youth in 2016. The Federation invested an additional 
$70,000 to provide youth with educational training, 

leadership development, and other workforce skills to 

benefit the future of our communities. 

Each of the 24 Polk County 4-H Community Clubs 

elects youth officers to organize and run their meetings. 

Youth learn skills in parliamentary procedure, public 
speaking, club management, and financial 
management. 4-H teens lead by being a 4-H Camp 

Junior Director, Summer Camp Counselor, State Fair 

Junior Herdsman, Horse Camp Youth Leader, Teen 

Project Leader, and 25 teens serve as Polk County 4-H 
Ambassadors. Ambassadors serve as a public relations 

team, promoting 4-H as serving as positive youth role 

models. 

All of the 4-H Clubs were awarded charters in 2016. We 

issue charters to ensure that clubs provide documentation 

and comply with state and federal laws and university 

policies. 4-H Clubs are held accountable for financial 

management, an educational mission, and adhering to 

their operating guidelines or bylaws. 

"Things I have done through 4-H have 

helped me build a resume that I used 

on job applications and scholarships."  

-Cole Garvey, 2016 4-H Graduate 

"We joined 4-H for its variety, 

openness and possibilities. Our 

club is family. 4-H is a way of 

life for us." 

-Megan Ritterpusch, 4-H mom 
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In 2016, 3871 Polk County 
citizens benefited from 

FoodWIse, learning about healthy 
foods and how to prepare them. 

These learners included 

elementary school youth, seniors, 

adults with disabilities, WIC 

recipients and other parents. 

UW-Extension's FoodWIse is 

federally funded by the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program-Education (SNAP-Ed) 

and the Expanded Food and 

Nutrition Education Program 

(EFNEP) and serves Polk County 

residents with limited incomes. 

We help business.
We teamed up with UW-River Falls Small Business Development 

Center to offer continuing monthly small business consulting 
sessions to Polk County residents. We worked with the Wisconsin 

Department of Revenue to host the WI Business Tax Seminar.

The total economic contribution of artists and craftspeople in 

Northwest Wisconsin is over $31 million per year. To support this 

largely unrecognized economic sector, we hosted Artpreneur 101, 

a class that helped 14 artists and craftspeople learn about 

marketing and selling their products.

We partnered with the Polk County Farm Service Agency to help  
19 women participants strengthen their farm skills through Annie's 
Project. The series of six seminars covered financial documents, 

farm leasing, grain marketing, estate planning, taxes, government 

programs and business planning.

We offered the 5th Annual Science Saturday for 30 youth in 

partnership with UW-Barron County. With a focus on Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM), youth learn 21st 
Century skills. 

We care for the future.
We took 15 middle-schoolers kayaking on the St. Croix River. 

They learned about the river from a National Park Service Ranger 

and examined the river and riparian zones with Digital Observation 

Technology tools, strengthening their STEM skills. 

Our CNRED Educator was a featured biologist at the St. Croix 

Bioblitz, educating and helping 24 young citizen scientists to 

identify and count frog species on the St. Croix. The annual Bioblitz 

is a survey to create a “snapshot” of information to help scientists 

and riverway managers understand the river ecosystem. 

We offer annual training and testing for restricted-use pesticide 
licensing in partnership with the Wisconsin Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection. In 2016, 32 
applicators learned how to handle pesticides, the laws governing 

them, and prepare in case of emergency. 

The Northwest Wisconsin Graziers Network teamed up with our ag 

program to offer a pasture walk in Polk County. Over 20 farmers 

discussed Forest Crop Law, grazing and fencing at the Dippreyville 

Farm. 
Middle-school students prepare National Park Service gear 
to head down the St. Croix.
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We support 
families.

We build 
community.

We have a strong partnership with the Polk County 

Circuit Court. In 2016, 129 parents completed a 
mandated co-parenting class in order to 

minimize the impact of divorce on their children.

Our Family Living and FoodWIse educators 

teamed up with the Department of Children and 

Families Juvenile Justice program to provide an 
Independent Living Skills workshop to 7 youth in 

foster care. 

Over 50 clientele of Polk County’s Department of 

Children and Families Child Protective Services 

attended life skills workshops taught by our 

Family Living Educator on parenting, renting, 

money management and healthy relationships. 

We collaborated with Child Care Partnership, a 

program of Western Dairyland Community Action 

Agency to provide leadership education to 

childcare directors in the region. Over 20 childcare 
directors participate in monthly, cross-county 

professional development. 

Final Affairs: A Guide to Arranging Your 
Personal and Legal Affairs, a partnership 

program between UW-Extension and the Polk- 

Burnett ADRC, taught 70 participants about end- 

of-life issues they can plan for now to make it 

easier for those they leave behind. Wisconsin 
Public Television was brought in to extend the 

outreach of UW-Extension Polk County to all 

residents of Wisconsin, and the program can be 

found online. 

Those who care for a family member with a chronic 

illness need skills and confidence.  We provided 
five family caregivers with Powerful Tools 

during a six-week program focusing on 

communication, positive stress management 

techniques, and support from others in the same 

situation.

In partnership with the Leadership 

Development Committee of Polk County, we 

provided Real Colors training to over 45 
employees in four county departments.  Real 
Colors helps participants better understand 

and communicate with their co-workers. 

We helped the non-profit Clear Lake Historical 

Museum facilitate a restructuring and strategic 
planning process in 2016.  A call for action 

brought in 12 engaged citizens to review the 

museum’s history and plan for the future.

In partnership with the Polk County Tourism 

Council, we presented at the St. Croix Valley 

Regional Tourism Conference on Regional 
Assets and Collaboration Opportunities.

We collect and publish trend data for farmland 

rental in the county, as the request of land 

owners, tenants and agricultural professionals. 

In 2016, 225 property owners took part in the 

survey.

Gail Peavey, Family Living Educator (left) talks with a client.

"Thank you for having an interest in the 

welfare of the business of being an artist!" 

-Artpreneur 101 participant



We Our Partners!
UW-Extension Polk County works to build strong local partnerships to support the delivery of 

educational programs. In 2016, our educational partners included:

Amery Food Shelf 

Home & Community Education (HCE) 

National Park Service – St. Croix National 

Scenic Riverway 

North of 8 Leaders & Innovators

Northwest Wisconsin Graziers Network 

Polk County 4-H Leaders Federation 

Polk County Agriculture Educators Association 

Polk County Association of Lakes and Rivers 

Polk County Circuit Courts 

Polk County Dept. of Children and Families 

Polk County Fair Board and Society 

Polk County Farm Service Agency

Polk County Health Department 

Polk County Land and Water Resources 

Polk County Master Gardeners

Polk County School Districts

Polk County Tourism Council

Polk United Coalition 

Polk-Burnett ADRC 

Serenity Home 

The Amylia Group 

United Way 

University of Minnesota Extension

UW-Barron County

UW-River Falls Small Business Development Center 

Western WI Working for Tobacco Free Living 

Wisconsin Child Care Partnership 

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection 

Wisconsin Department of Tourism

Wisconsin Department of Revenue 

Wisconsin Public Television 

Workforce Development 

Our trained Master Gardener Volunteers had 21 active 
volunteers in 2016, who educated youth and adults through 

classes and newspaper articles, created gardening 

demonstrations, and established and maintained flower beds 

around their communities.

In 2016, Polk County’s Master Gardener Volunteers contributed 
880 hours of service. Using the current minimum wage value of 

$7.25 per hour, these citizens gave an estimated $6,380 worth 
of time to Polk County communities.

Our Home and Community Education (HCE) clubs perform valuable community service. A total of 9 clubs 
with 105 members distribute books to children through the Wisconsin Bookworms Program, raise funds 

for the homeless, and make and donate blankets and quilts for those in need, among other projects. 

Pamm Torrance of Balsam Lake, UW-Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteer, works on the Luck Library gardens.
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We empower citizens.

4-H youth in 24 community clubs reported 87 individual community service-learning projects in 2016. 

Using a conservative estimate of ten youth/adults participating for two hours at each event and the current 

minimum wage value of $7.25 per hour, these clubs gave an estimated $12,615 worth of time to communities 

of Polk County. 



100 Polk County Plaza Suite 190 

Balsam Lake, WI  54810 

Phone: 715-485-8600 

Fax: 715-485-8601 

711 (WI Relay) 

Web:  http://polk.uwex.edu 

Facebook:  uwextensionpolkcounty

We are:  (l to r) 

Bonnie Cremin, FoodWIse Educator 

Colleen Noonan, Support Staff 

Gail Peavey, Family Living Educator 

Chuck Prissel, 4-H Youth Development Educator 

Wendy Linke, Support Staff 

Mary Pardee, Community, Natural Resource & 

    Economic Development Educator

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.


